
 

 

 

 

Publication of the dissertation in the University library (Status 04.12.2023) 

To complete the Ph.D. graduation process your dissertation has to be published by submission to 
the University library. Please correct the revisions of your dissertation eventually requested by your 
Ph.D. committee before submission to the library. You have one year to complete these revisions 
and publish your written thesis following your thesis defense. 

Aside from modifications, which might have been requested by members of your Ph.D. committee or 
minor editorial corrections (e.g. typing errors, misspellings, or grammatical mistakes), other chang-
es in your dissertation are not allowed. The deposited copies have to be identical in content to the 
copies evaluated during your Ph.D. graduation procedure.  

If parts of your cumulative dissertation are under submission of a scientific journal when submitting 
your thesis to the dean’s office and are later accepted by the journal, this cannot be added to your 
thesis because the library copy must be identical in content to your original dissertation, which was 
evaluated by your Ph.D. committee.  

When submitting your dissertation to the University library, a certification confirming the submission 
of your depositary copies will be issued. Additionally, your first Ph.D. thesis supervisor has to con-
firm in a written statement that you are allowed to receive your degree certificates. After submis-
sion of both documents to the dean´s office (igb@rub.de), you will receive your final Ph.D. degree 
certificates in both German and English. 

Only after receiving the final Ph.D. certificates are you officially allowed to hold the academic doc-
tor´s title Ph.D. or Dr. rer. nat.. 

All possible options to publish your depositary copies are located in the doctoral degree regulations. 
In case of cumulative dissertations it is recommended to submit 3 printed copies. 

The most cost-efficient option is the “electronic publication” (doctoral degree regulations 2016 
and 2023: 2 printed copies of your dissertation and electronic version (upload or 1 copy burned on 
CD). Information about the required data, the file format, and maybe about labeling of the CD is 
available at the University library. After submission of the dissertation at the library the thesis will 
be published on the internet.  

The publication by the library can be held back for a certain time upon request. For more infor-
mation please contact the dean`s office (igb@rub.de). 
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